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“His Arm Is Not Shortened, 


— 


“Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 


neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 


hear: 


“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear." 


(Isaiah 59:1, 2) ® 


Prayer and its answer is one of 
the chiefest themes of the Bible. 
The heroes of the Bible were pray- 
ing men and women. The great 
events of the Bible are miraculous 
answers to prayer such as the 
plagues in Egypt, the crossing of 
the Red Sea, the sun standing still 
for Joshua, the great deliverances 
under the judges, the three and 
one half years drouth of Elijah, 
the fire from Heaven on Mount 
Carmel, the destruction of Sen- 
nacherib’s army, nearly all the 
miracles of Jesus, the marvelous 


prayer, The God of the Bible is a 
prayer answering God. 


In great detail the Bible tells 
about answer to prayer, about con- 
ditions of prayer, about hinder- 
ances to prayer. So here in Isaiah 
59:1, 2 is a classic and moving ex- 
planation from God as to why our 
prayers are not answered. It clears 


God of any blame when our prayers 
are not answered. It declares again 
His unlimited power to answer 
prayer and His touching eagerness 
to do so, without any limit, except 
the limits brought on by sin! 


An Unchanging Doctrine 

The Bible doctrine of prayer is 
an unchanging doctrine. Search the 
Bible through, and whether people 
address God as the Jehovah of the 
patriarchs, the Holy One of Israel, 
the Master or Lord Jesus Christ 
when the Saviour was on earth, or 
the Heavenly Father, as Jesus Him- 
self taught us to call Him, AL- 
WAYS, throughout ALL the Bible, 
there is one simple, plain doctrine, 
and teaching about prayer. There 
are no differences in the conditions 
of prayer from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. There is no difference in the 
willingness of God, often expressed, 
to answer prayer the same for peni- 
tent, believing hearts. 


The immature and unlearned 


“J. Frank Norris Sues Church 
For $85,200” 


— Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 


1. The Sin of Lawsuits 
Does a Preacher Need $85,200? 
Should The Church Property B e Owned 


2. 
3. 


Personally By The Preacher? 


4, 


The top headline above, sy 
Frank Norris Sues Church for $85,- 
200” was the heading of a news 
item on the front page of the Fort 
Worth Star Telegram on July 17th. 
The Star Telegram has the “larg- 
est circulation in Texas, over 170,- 
000 daily.” The complete article 
follows: 


"J. Frank Norris Sues Church for 
$85,200 
“Rev. J. 


and asked that the church p- 
erty be foreclosed and d at 
public auction. 

“The suit was filed in Forty- 


H. T, Carpenter and Roy Cain. 

2 action is based on 
promisory note, made and execut- 
ed by the church on Nov. 19, 
1935, for the sum of $85,200 and 

for payment of interest 
semi-annually at 6 percent a year. 

“At the same time, the petition 
continues, the church made a deed 


other note indorsed by Norris at 
the First National Bank for $10,- 
000, and $11,000 indebtedness to 
J Hartwell, the church secre- 


ane 
tary. 


Dealing Honestly About Borrowed Money 


“The deed of trust-.covered 
property occupied by the church 
auditorium at Taylor and Third 
Streets, and by pro y now oc- 
cupied by the Colonial Stores, 
Fourth and Throckmorton Sts. 

“The petition states that failure 
to make even a semi-annual in- 
terest payment would constitute 
a default, and that the church 
failed to make the first interest 
payment six months after the 
note was signed. 

“Norris prays for judgment of 
$85,200 and asks that the prop- 
erty be foreclose¢c anc sald, 

“The minister, who also is pas- 
tor of the Temple Baptist Church 
of Detroit, was not in Fort Worth 
Friday. Members of the board of 
trustees expressed ignorance 
the purpose of the suit. They 
presumed that it was. merely a 
controversy over title that had to 
be cleared up in the courts. 

“*There is no controversy be- 
tween Rev. Mr. Norris and the 
chureh,’ Chester B. Collins, the 
pastor’s attorney explained. 


“"The people of the church 
understand the suit. There will 
be no difference between them as 
a result of the suit.’” 


That is the complete article in 
the Star Telegram for July 17th 
and the Star Telegram is the most 
reputable and conservative paper in 
Fort Worth. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Christian sometimes feels lost ta 
part of the Old Testament. He does 
not understand the tabernacle in 
Exodus, nor the sacrifices and 
feasts of Leviticus. He is often 
confused by the dispensational dif- 
ferences between law and grace. 
But when you put a new convert 
to the book of Psalms, the 
Old Testament book of prayers, 
then he is perfectly at home! The 
experiences of David with God in 
prayer, whether it be the loving 
and exultant praise of the 116th 
or the 1038rd Psalm, or the an- 
guished confession and supplica- 
tion of the 5Sist Psalm, are as 
natural and proper and understand- 
able to him as they were to Old 
Testament saints. The sacrifices 
and ceremonies of the Old Testa- 
ment may seem strange to one who 
does not understand the change in 
dispensations, but the prayers of 
the Old Testament do NOT seem 
strange, for in respect to prayer, 
there has been no change in God’s 
teaching on the requirements nor 
in His loving, eager willingness to 
hear and answer the cry of a needy 
soul! 

Any pastor might intercede for 
a sinning people just as Moses 
wept before God and begged Him 
to spare Israel after they had made 
the goiden calf. Abraham's prayer 
for the safety of Lot, his family 
and the city of Sodom is no dif- 
ferent from the prayer of many a 
father or mother for their children, 
neighbor for neighbor, or brother 
for brother. My own surrender to 
the ministry was patterened after 
Isaiah’s. On the matter of prayer, 
the Bible has one touching doc- 
trine, and the God of the Bible is 
unchangeably the God who an- 
swers prayers on the same un- 
changeable conditions. 


Man Alone Is To Blame For 
Unanswered Prayer 


In the verses with which we be- 
gan this article, God is speaking in 
His own defense. Man likes to say 
that our God was not willing to 
hear, or that God will not inter- 
rupt the course of nature. Man 
has many excuses for unanswered 
prayer, but in reality there is only 
one fundamental reason when 
men do not pray and do not get 
the answer when they do pray. 
Whether God so turns His face 
away that men do not feel Him 
near enough to reach by prayer, 
or whether they beg long and He 
refuses to give what they ask, it 
is always the same, SIN separates 
between God and man and hides 


10 WEEKS FOR 
10 CENTS! 


Give a number of friends, 
relatives or Christian work- 
ers a trial tion to 
The Sword of the Lord at the 
remarkable rate of 10c for ten 
weeks. Take ativantage of the 
special summer offer for new 

This is a real 
mission work. | 

A fine book of sermons on 
the blood atonement, “Cal- 
vary’s Cross,” written by 
famous authors, free with ten 
subscriptions for $1.00. Or get 
the large valuable Cruden’s 
Concordance, $2.00 edition, 
absolutely free with 100 sub- 


God’s face so that He will not 
hear. 

“God's hand is not shortened that 
He cannot save.” God wants to be 
known as a great Saviour with 
great power. Dozens of times in 
the Bible when He encourages peo- 
ple to pray and promised to an- 
swer their prayers, God insisted 
that there was no limit to His pow- 
er and that all this power was 
available to answer the cry of all 
His saints. When Abraham and 
Sarah had begged God for a son and 
finally when they were ninety and 
a hundred years old, too old to 
have children according to the 
course of nature, God promised a 
Son. When they doubted, God an- 
swered back with touching eager- 
ness to be trusted, and said, 
“Wherefore did Sarah laugh, say- 
ing, ‘Shall I of a surety bear a child 
which am old?’ Is there anything 
too hard for the Lord?” (Gen, 18:- 
13, 14). When Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, besieged Jeru- 
salem, God promised Jeremiah that 
houses and fields and vineyards 
sould be possessed again in the 
land of Israel and the inspirefi 
prophet was led to pray and de- 
clare, “Ah, Lord God! behold, thou 
hast made the heaven and the 
earth by thy great er and 
Stretched out arm, and there is 
nothing too hard for thee!” (Jere- 
miah 32:17). In the same chapter 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


The Gainesville 


Revival 


By Rev. Bill Rice 


“The Lord has done great things 
for us; whereof we are glad.”’ What 
a great outpouring of blessings 
we have had these five weeks! How 
very near the dear Saviour has 
been to us! How graciously God 
has answered prayer! Let our 
brothers say with us, “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless His holy name.” 


Perhaps you could better under- | the 


stand our joy if you could have at- 
tended the services night after 
night these five weeks. If you 
could have witnessed the scores 
and scores of conversions, seen 
new-born men go back after their 
whole family, shaken hands with 
the many whose homes were made 
new homes with Jesus as an addi- 
tion to the family, heard the shout- 
ing of the blest, watched the 
beautiful baptizing from the banks 
of the stream, enjoyed the sweet 
fellowship and listened with tears 
and a heart strangely moved as 
John preached Jesus, you, too, 
would say, “my cup runneth over!” 

The singing, too, was great. If 
you have never heard Bro. Stroh 
sing “I Have Christ, I Need No 
More,” and “Jesus Took My Burden 
and Left Me With A Song,” you 
have missed half your life! 

I am sure you will be told else- 
where in this paper of the four 
hundred conversions and reclama- 
tions and of the seventy-odd who 
joined my church, I have baptized 
forty and have another baptism 
planned for the coming Sunday. 

People here are already planning 
on having another great revival 
next summer with John and Bro. 
Stroh. May God, in His wisdom, 
lead about the future as He has 
about the past. And in His wisdom, 
may He see fit to have John and 
Bro. Stroh come again and again. 


Nor His Ear Heavy!” 


MRS, RIDGWAY’S CORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth gy Ady 
Manager, The Sword of the d 
and The Sword Book Room 


lam very 
happy in my 
work in Dallas. 
I have known 
Bro. Rice for 
many years but 
did not really 
know untill 
came to Dallas 
and saw for 
myself just how 
many souls 
were being 
saved and how 
many different ways the gospel 
was being gotten- out, with the 
sixteen or more thousand copies 
weekly of the two papers, The 
Sword of the Lord and The Word 
of Truth being read by the public, 
by great revivals in which hun- 
dreds are saved, such as the 
Gainesville Revival just closed. 
With Brother Rice’s booklets — 
over 200,000 have been scattered 
and read, and with radio services 
to which thousands listen regular- 
ly, besides the great work in the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle itself. I am very happy in the 
church itself, a strong, Spiritual, 
friendly, soul winning church. 

We are thrilled with the book 
room opening. Already we are 
getting orders from far and near. 
This week one preacher who has 
for some time bought his books 
from me, ordered ten Scofield Bi- 
bles. This is his third order in the 
last few weeks. The First Baptist 
Church of a Michigan city ordered 
recently 412-:copies of Brother 
Rice’s booklets in one order for 
their church library. 

Many young preachers are ask- 
ing us to help them select the best 
books to aid in their Bible study. 
With one accord they want to know 
what Brother Rice thinks about a 
book, before they buy. 

I believe God will help us make it 
book center of the 
Southwest. Already He has blessed 
us in a wonderful way. Our sales 
have far exceeded our expectations. 

Be sure to notice the 
ten week’s trial offer. of The 
of the Lord for 10c. I believe my 
many friends will help get thou- 
sands acquainted with the paper 
during August. Letters tell of so 
many people blessed by The Sword 
of the Lord by Brother Rice’s ser- 
mons, his articles on prayer, etc., 
that I know those who read it ten 
weeks will want to permanently 
subscribe. Be sure to read the ad 
on the back page and make up a 
list of subscriptions for ten weeks 
for 10c each, 

— -0-— 


If you want an extra copy of this 
number of The Sword of the Lord 
for a friend, please write for it 
and we will gladly send it free. 


ae , ene 


The Gainesville revival closed 
gloriously Monday night with about 
twenty professions. Praise the 
Lord for around 400 conversions 
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Books.... 


THAT CHANGED MY LIFE 
By John R, Rice 


“Of making books there is no 
end.” And there are more of them 
than any of you can read. Thank 
God for good books. But really 
while there are many good books 
there are only a few really GREAT 
books. By reading a few choice, 
selected volumes, one may get the 
cream of all the good influence. A 
half dozen books I can name which 
have profoundly influenced my life. 

I know these books will greatly 
bless every prayerful reader. 


In His Steps 


or 
"What Would Jesus Do?” 
By Charles M, Shelton 


I first read 
this book when 
I was fourteen 
or fifteen years 
old More than 
all the preach- 
ing I had ever 
heard, this 
Simple fas- 
cinating gospel 
story of how 
a group of 
Christians, led 
by their pas- 
tor, started out 
to settle every problem ,by the 
simple question, “What would Je- 
sus do’” has led me to long fol- 
low in the steps of Jesus, to cru- 
cify self and live just as Jesus 
would do if He were in my place. 
Christ became my ideal. For the 
first time I realized that one 
should expect to suffer for Christ, 
to lose friends, to lose money in 
order to live like Jesus. I nave 
read the story a number of times 
and always it moved and gripped 
my heart with the same tascina- 
tion. This book has blessed near- 
ly a million lives and has gone 
around the world. Boys, girls, men, 
women, preachers and teachers 
will all be blessed by it. 

I am so glad we could get this 
book, weli printed, cloth bound, 
245 pages, to sell at only 40c a 


copy! 


How to Pray 


By R. A, Torrey 


When I was about seventeen, a 
boy friend loaned me this remark- 
able book. It is so clearly and 
simply written, and every point is 
so proven by the Scriptures, that 
the book is easy to read and that 
seventeen year old boy, young 
Christian that he was, was moved 
to the depths by it! I would read 
a few pages, and then feel com- 
pelled to go to a place of prayer. 
tiow many times during the couple 
of days I was reading the book 
I had to go to the barn, or through 
the pea patch and over the fence 
to my secret nook, under a chapar- 
ral bush on that West Texas farm! 
The Holy Spirit of God taught me 
to pray and that I should take the 
Bible at face value concerning 
these holy promises of God. From 
that time to this I have read every- 
thing I could find that Dr. R. A. 
Torrey wrote, and never without 
a blessing. I especially remember 
that that book was the first time I 
ever learned that Christians should 
pray for Holy Spirit power and I 
did pray for the power and began 
to win souls. 

We have it in The Sword Book 
Room, paper bound, 125 pages, 20c, 
cloth bound, $1.00. 


Jesus ls Coming 
By W. E. B. 

I had been preaching about five 
years when there fell into my 
hands a copy of this little book. 
I believed that Jesus was coming, 
but I had a very hazy idea of 
what would happen when He did. 
I had been taught in Sunday 
School, college and seminaries the 
general ennial idea, and 
sadly enough, I had never had any 
consecutive, thorough Bible teach- 
ing. Several things about this book 
gripped me, stirred me, convinced 
me, and made clear to me the 
Fundamental facts concerning the 


'.. ‘Premillennial coming of Jesus. One 


thing is the enormous amount of 
rey 0 it contains. A third of 
the . I suppose, is taken up in 


Seriptures given in the foot notes. 


Safe Ree nti WOT title ne 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


God replied and revealed to Jere- 
miah that the city would be taken 
and Israel carried captive but that 
one day the children of Israel 
would be regathered to their own 
land for the kingdom of Christ on 
earth. God said to Jeremiah, “Be- 
hold, I am the Lord, the God of 
all flesh: is there anything too haid 
for me?” (Jer. 32:27). God's arm 
is not short. How anxious God 
is for His people to know that He 
has plenty of power to answer 
prayer without limit! His arm is 
not shortened that it cannot save, 
and His ear is not heavy that it 
cannot hear. In the next chapter, 
Jeremiah 33:3, the Lord commands 
and promises, “Call unto me, and 
I will answer thee and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.” God is 
anxious that no one believe His 
arm is short when it comes to 
answering prayer or that there 
is anything so hard and so big 
that God either cannot or will not 
give it. 

In Psalms 81:10, the Lord en- 
courages us to pray with this won- 
derful statement: “I am the Lord 
thy God, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt: open thy 
mouth wide, and { will fill it.” 
When men do not believe that God 
is willing to answer prayer, or that 
He is unable to answer prayer to 
any extent, they do not open their 
mouths wide enough to please God. 
The dear Lord is so eager to bless 
His people that He beseeches us to 
open our mouths wide when we 
pray! His arm is not short, no 
Shorter than it was when he 
brought the Children of Israel out 
of Egypt. His ear is not heavy, 
no more heavy than when He heard 
the cry of saints throughout the 
Bible. When our prayers are not 
answered, it is mot because they 
are too big, it is not because they 
ask too much, it is not because God 
cannot or will not answer such 
big prayers. The prayers that 
please God most, are the prayers 
that say, “Ah Lord God! behold, 
thou hast made the heaven and the 
earth by thy great power and 
stretched out arm, and there is 
nothing too hard for thee,” the 
prayers that open our mouths wide 
to receive great and mighty things 
from God! 

How definite, how insistent, are 
God’s promises that we pray big 
prayers! God never wants us to 
believe that He is a little God or 
that He is limited to doing iuttle 
things. He never wants us to be- 
lieve that His arm is shortened 
or His ear heavy. He urges us 
when we pray to ask “the desires 
of thine heart” (Psalms 37:4), 
“whatsoever he saith’ (Mark 11:- 
23), “what things soever ye desire’”’ 
(Mark 11:24) “what ye will” 
(John 15:7). He insists that if we 
ask we shall receive, if we seek 
we shall find, if we knock, it shall 
be opened unto us (Matt, 7:7). He 
assures us that we have not, simply 
because we ask not (James 4:2). 


He promises us “whatsoever,” liter- 
ally “anything” (John 14:13, 14). 
He urges us to “ask and ye shall 
receive that your joy may be full” 
(John 16:23). Dear Reader, if you 
do not get your prayers answered, 
it is certainly not the fault of God 
but your own sin. God’s arm is not 
shortened that it cannot save, 
neither His ear heavy that it can- 
not hear. Our God is a great God, 
and a God who delights to show 
His greatness in answering 
prayers. 


“Prayer Changes Things’ 


God’s hand is not shortened and 
His ear is not heavy. Therefore if 


Every detail is proven clearly by 
the Scriptures. Next, every ob- 
jection is answered carefully. 
Third, it proved that the Bible has 
a clear line of teaching from the 
first book to the last on this sub- 
rject of the second coming. It is 
absolutely the best single volume 
on this subject outside the Bible 
in my judgment, and has been so 
regarded by the best fundamentally 
sound Christian leaders for many 


years, 
It is inexpensive and one of the 
few great books you should have 
to keep and re-read and study and 
use as a reference book. 252 pages, 
ae binding, 50c, cloth binding, 
5c. 


Order any of the above from The 
Sword Book Room. 


“His Arm Is Not Shortened ---”’ 


« 


not hindered by sin, prayer really 
changes things. This Scripture in 
Isaiah 59:1, 2 plainly teaches that 
God really works wonders in an- 
swer to yer; that in answer to 
unbinderi prayer, God changes 
anything t needs changing. 
God’s hand is not shortened by the 
limitations of. nature. He can cause 
it to rain when the wind or clouds 
are not right for rain. He can 
heal the sick when there is no 
human chance for recovery. I veri- 
ly believe that there are many 
people now living who were ap- 
pointed to die, but whose lives were 
prolonged and even the plan of 
God changed in answer to prayer. 
Certainly that was so in the case 
of King Hezekiah who was “sick 
unto death” but God gave him 
fifteen more years! Prayer can 
change the course of nature and 
work a miracle. Prayer can change 
even the plan of God. And if 
praye; can change God, it can 
change anything else. There is no 
limit to what prayer can bring if 
it be unhindered by sin. Nature, 
ignorance, disease, poverty, even 
the previous plans of God cannot 
hinder prayer, provided only that 
there be no sin to turn away 
the face of God or separate 
between us and Him. One who 
comes without sin in the 
way will ask only what God will 
be pleased to give. Some things 
it would be a sin to ask and some 
ways of asking would be sinful, 
but God’s arm is not shortened nor 
limited nor hindered in any case 
in the world by the bigness of our 
prayers. But, Oh, how much He 
is grieved and offended and limited 
by the littleness and the faithless- 
ness of our small and inconsequen- 


tial praying! 
The Age of Miracle Is Not Past 


Is the Scripture in Isaiah 59:1, 
2 still true? 
shortened? Is His ear now heavy? 
Would any reader say that the 
arm of God which could not be 
shortened in time past is now 
shortened after the days of the 
apostles closed? Is there one who 


| would say that the ear of God is 


now heavy that He cannot hear 
some prayers, that He wills to 
limit Himself in the matter of 
answering prayer, in a way that 
He never did in Bible times? That 
is not the teaching of the Bible! 
We are told plainly that Jesus 
Christ is “the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever.” 


I think we May properly in- 
terpret this Scripture to mean that 
the arm of God can never be 
shortened and His ear can never 
be heavy in the matter of prayer. 
With God there is one eternal 
present. The nature of God does 
not change. His power does not 
change. His mercy does not 
change. His love for sinners does 
not change. His willingness, then, 
to answer prayer, born of His 
power and love and mercy, cannot 
change! This Scripture plainly 
means that there is never any dis- 
pensational change in God’s power 
or willingness to answer prayer 
in any degree. Then if God could 
ever work miracles in answer to 
prayer, He can and does do the 
same today. God could change 
some ceremonial matter when the 
type was fulfilled. The Jewish diet 
is not required of New Testament 
Christians. The Old Testament 
priesthood was fulfilled in Christ 
and the bloody offerings were ful- 
filed in His crucifixion. But an- 
swering prayer is a part of the 
nature of God, demanded by His 
power, His love and His unceasing 
hunger te bless men. In that, God 
cannot change. As the great Dr. 
Blanchard well said, “If there be 
a God, then He must act like a 
God.” If there is a God whose arm 
is not shortened and whose ear 
is not heavy, then He must answer 
prayer without limit today, when 
sin does not prevent, just as His 
nature and loving heart demanded 
that He do in the days of Isaiah 
and all the other saints of the 
Bible, 

The idea that God has now lim- 
ited Himself, shortened His hand 
‘or made heavy His ear so that He 
no more works miracles is an idea 
utterly foreign to the Bible. Not 
a verse teaches anything of the 


kind. It is a theory born of un- 


belief, an excuse for sin. 


> 


Is God’s arm now, 


ele tdi et hale Rib ecko Pek A ater 


Why Most Christians Never See 
Miracles 

Why do most Christians not ex- 
pect great answers to prayer? 
Because they never had such an- 
swers to prayer! Why do many 
Christians not believe in miracles? 
Because they have not prayed and 
gotten miracles from God! And 
why is it, many people ask, “If 
God can work miracles the same 
as He ever did, if the age of mir- 
acles is not past, as it certainly 
is not, then why,” they ask, “do 
they not see miracles?” The an- 
swer is clearly given in this Scrip- 
ture. They fail to see great mirac- 
ulous answers to prayer, not be- 
cause God’s hand is shortened nor 
because His ear is heavy BUT BE- 
CAUSE OF THEIR SINS! “Your 
iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins 
have hid his face from you, that 
he will not hear!” Unbelief -al- 
ways follows other sins. The 
Christian who begins to doubt his 
conversion, has first grown world- 
ly and cold, has been in bad com- 
pany, has indulged in some griev- 
ous that offended the Holy 
Spirit of God and lost fellowship 
with the Father. The lost man who 
becomes an infidel and does not 
believe there is a God, gets that 
way after he has followed a course 
of pride and worldliness and ex- 
alted himself above God. Other 
sins naturally bring on unbelief, 
so Christians doubt that God can 
or will give miraculous answefs 
to prayer. Their sin has hindered 


their prayers and God has not been | 
able to prove Himself as He would | 


like. 

Oh, how many marvels we would 
see if our sins were out of the 
way so we could truly believe God 
and open our mouth wide so that 
He might fill it! 


Sins That Hinder Our Prayers 


The Bible makes much of this 
thought that sins hinder our 
prayers. In Proverbs 15:8 we are 
told that, 


"The sacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to the Lord: but 
the prayer of the upright is his 
delight." 

In the same chapter verse 29 
says, 

“The Lord is far from the wicked: 
but he heareth the prayer of the 


righteous." 
In: I Peter 3:12 the same truth 
is stated again as follows: 


“For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil.” 


It is sin that hinders prayer! 

The Bible mentions some spe- 
cific sins that hinder prayer. In 
I Peter 3:1-7 we are told of the 
duties of wives to their husbands 
and of husbands to their wives 
and then the incentive given for 
wives to be subject to their hus- 
bands and for husbands to give 
honor to their wives is “that your 
prayers be not hindered” (I Peter 
3:7). Sin in the home, sin of the 
husband toward the wife or the 
wife to the husband hinders prayer. 
Dear reader, check up and find if 
your home is pleasing God. Too 
often our prayers, whether public 
or private, are blocked by the 
secret sins of the home. The re- 
bellious wife and the unkind or 
unfaithful husband will certainly 
find their prayers hindered. 

An unforgiving spirit is also 
mentioned, and more than once 
as a hindrance to prayer, that 
turns God’s face away. In Mark 
11:25, 26 Jesus commanded and 
warned: 


“And when ye stand praying, 
forgive, if ye have ought against 
any: that your Father also which 
is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. 

“But if ye do not forgive, neith- 
er will your Father which is in heav- 


en forgive your trespasses."" 

The same teaching is given in 
Matthew 6:14, 15. And one of the 
strongest and most moving par- 
ables of our Lord Jesus is about 
the king who freely forgave his 
servant ten thousand talents and 
of that servant who abused his 
fellow servant which owed him an 
hunderd pence. But the king was 
angry and turned that wicked ser- 
vant over to the tormentors and 
then Jesus said, in Matthew 18:35, 
“So likewise shall my heavenly 
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Father do also unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every 
one his brother their trespasses.”’ 

“Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.” If you 
expect to obtain mercy, then be 
merciful. If you expect Him to 
forgive your sins, then forgive 
others. If you expect His face to 
shine upon you, then turn your 
face of forgiveness and love to all 
those who have sinned against you! 
Unforgiveness, or grudges, or ha- 
tred, will turn God’s face away 
from you when you pray so that 
He will not hear. Indeed even in 
our prayers we are commanded 
to pray, “And forgive us our sins: 
for we also forgive every one that 
is indebted to us” (Luke 11:4). 

Covetousness, to, may block our 
prayers. Remember in Malachi 3:- 


8, 9 God said to the Israelites, 


"Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? 
In tithes and offerings. 

"Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, even this 
wiicle nation.’ 

(To be continued) 
i: © iad 


Let us all pull together and con- 
tinue the good work of spreading 
the Gospel through the pages of 
this paper. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD > 
and of John R. Rice ‘ 


_—_ 


Entered as second-class matter, 
July 13, 1935, at the post office at 
Dallas, Texas, under the Act of 
March 3, 1897, 


JOHN R. RICE, EDITorR, Pastor of 
Fundamentalist Baptist Church / 


Published Weekly at 201 East 10th 
Street, Dallas, Texas 


Subscription price, 50 cents per yr. 
Advertising Rates on Request 


——'" 6 


Can You Answer Ti 


myteries: of the Bible? 


Handy size, 


‘genuine leather, 


gold edges. Sizes 6% x 


Weighs but 16 ounces. 
Specimen of Type 


4% 


and only +} of an inch thick. 


14 And the *Word w: 
. flesh, and dwelt among us, 


TE CERRY $6.00 


OXFORD INDIA PAPER 


The 


ance, subject 
Scripture names dictio 


overlapping cover, 
corners, red under gold 
Size 6% =x 4% and on 
of an inch thick. W 
but 20 ounces. 


Specimen of Type 


No. 133x. 


No. 9 Cloth. Bound Red Edges 


-201.E. 10th St. ” 


’ 


POCKET EDITION 


WITH CONCORDANCE 


Oxford India paper, 
pocket edition, with concord- 
index, ' and 


Bound in genuine leather, 


hs 


14 And the *Word wa 
dwelt us, 
87.00 


Larger Size Type S 


What is grace? Was man created or 
to reason? How do we know the Bible 


THESE AND MANY OTHER VITAL 
THE HELPS | 


SCOFIELD REFE] 


Helps on the pages 


POCKET 
EDITI O'N 


OXFORD INDIA PAPER 


pocket edition, 
printed on the new extra thin 
Oxford India paper. Bound in 
overlapping 
cover, round corners, red under 


oreeaoanchme & ml mal 


Re w-. 


DeuMtaveenOum me | 


I 


No. 90 Cloth Bound Red Edges...... 
Handy Size Type Scofield Bible No. 40 


Childs Bible, Clear type printed on str 
stantially bound in cloth in three 
Size.434 x 61% inches, (Add 15c¢ pe 


THE SWORD B 


st 


—E 


Friday, July 31,1936 


- ee 


wht I ce, eee Sie Bid a ills a lB lee ey all nen Bills (lt. Ue idles tees 


“J. Frank Norris Sues Church—” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


The Sin of Lawsuits 


We call attention to the above 
matter in The Sword of the Lord 
as kindly as possible because we 
feel a great need for some Bible 
teaching on the subjects involved. 
The Bible is as clear on the matter 
of lawsuits between Christians as 
it can well be — certainly as clear 
as the plan of salvation or the 
form of baptism. This teaching is 
found in I Corinthians 6:1-8 as 


' follows: 


“Dare any of you, having a mat- 


_ ter against another, go to law be- 


fore the unjust, and not before the 
saints? 

"2. Do ye not know that the 
saints shall judge the world? and 
if the world shall be judged by 
you, are ye unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters? 

"3. Know ye not that we shall 
judge angels? how much more 
things that pertain to this life? 

"4. If then ye have judgments 
of things pertaining to this life, 
set them to judge who are least 
esteemed in the church. 

"5. | speak to your shame. Is 
it so, that there is not a wise man 
among you? no, not one that 
shall be able to judge between 
his brethren? 

"6. But brother, goeth to law 
with brother, and that before the 
unbelievers. 

"7. Now therefore there is utter- 
ly a fault among you, because ye 
go to law one with another. Why 
do ye not rather take wrong? Why 
do ye not rather’ suffer yourselves 
to be defrauded? 

"8. re ye do wrong, and de- 
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fraud, and that your brethren." 
If Christians have a difference 
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of opinion, this Scripture says they 
should select the least in the 
church rather than to carry the 
matter before the courts of the 
land. Notice the following plain 
statements: “I speak to your 
shame” (verse 5), “Now therefore 
there is utterly a fault among you, 
because ye go to law one with 
another” (verse 7), “Nay, ye do 
wrong’ (verse 8). It is a sin, then, 
for Christians to go to law with 
Christians. Rather than do that, 
we are plainly commanded, “Why 
do ye not rather take wrong? Why 
do ye not rather suffer yourselves 
to be defrauded?” (verse7). 


Lawsuits are carnal and world- 
ly weapons unsuited for Christians, 
II Corinthians 10:3, 4 says, 

“For though we walk in 
flesh, we do not war after 
flesh: 

“4. (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down of strong holds).” 


Under certain leadership among 
Fundamentalists there has grown 
up a widespread sentiment which 
encourages the use of all kinds of 
worldly weapons and carnal meth- 
ods. Preachers and churches have 
lawsuits over church property, 
over alleged libel and slander, and 
over radio stations. Preachers 
make public attacks on individuals 
and carry guns to protect them- 
selves. S‘uch strife has led to 
killings, to many fist-fights, 
to split churches, some broken 
homes, and to countless sad inci- 
dents. We do-not want to go in- 
to detail, we do not want to open 
old sores, to injure any individuals 
or to offend. I am simply saying 
that according to the Bible, Chris- 
tians ought not to use such carnal 
methods. “The weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal.” “Though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh.” God expects Chris- 
tians to use other means besides 
lawsuits. May God help us preach- 
ers to rely on Holy Spirit power, 
prayer, the Word of God and 
Christian love and counsel, instead 
of lawsuits, “pistol toting” and po- 
litical wire pulling. It is a sin for 
Christians to go to law one with 
another. 

If Dr. Norris felt that the church 


the 
the 


| had not treated him right, he 
' should have called for some of the 


humblest Christian men to meet 
with him and should have relied 
on their judgment and not have 
disgraced the church and Chris- 
tianity by carrying the matter to 
law. We say this as kindly as we 
know how, and for the sake of 
other Christians and preachers 
everywhere, 


Does a Preacher Need $85,200? 


But the world is shocked by an- 
other element in this. suit. Should 
a preacher want $85,200 bad 
enough to go to law for it? Should 
the desire for money be important 
enough to a preacher that he would 
go to law before the unsaved 
world, disillusion and embarrass 
countless good Christian friends 
and give the enemies of Christ 
cause for blasphemy? It seems 
clear from the example of Bible 
preachers and the teaching of the 
Bible that he should not. 

It is well known that the First 
Baptist Church at Fort Worth has 
supported Dr. Norris and his fam- 


‘ily now for many years. Even in 


recent years Dr. Norris has fre- 
quently announced that he had no 

salary, but lived on what 
came in. Multitudes in the church 
did not know he expected $12,500 
a@ year, and were surprised beyond 
measure at the suit. They knew 
that through the offerings of his 
adult class and otherwise he had 
been supported, even when there 
had been no regular salary. Dr. 
Norris has a home which oe Fun- 
damentalist announces, , with 
furnishings, $20,000. He tae a fine 
new Lincoln-Zephyr automobile. 
Estates are already established for 
his children, and for Mrs. Norris. 
His sons and their wives were pro- 
vided for so that they could con- 
tinue in school with regular in- 
come. We do not criticize Dr, Nor- 
ris for his regular use of airplanes 
for travel —for a busy man they 
are justified— but such things 
clearly show that Dr. Norris has 
not been in want. The First Bap- 
tist Church at Fort Worth has 
cared for Dr. Norris and his fam- 


j ily, raised funds for his expenses, . 
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lawsuits, etc., for many years. It 
seems unjust now that the church 
should be sued for $85,200 on the 
pretext that for some time he has 
not received regularly his $12,500 
@ year salary. None of us can 
imagine Paul suing the church at 
Ephesus for salary after he had 
been there three years, nor for that 
matter could we imagine Barnabas 
or Peter or the beloved John or the 
dear Lord Jesus Himself suing any 
church for $85,200! 


The church built radio station 
KFQB years ago at a cost of thou- 
sands of dollars. Later that station 
was sold by the church. Part of 
the consideration, at least, was that 
for fifty years the church should 
retain the time on Sunday free, 
and for many years Dr. Norris 
has carried on programs of ten or 
eleven hours each Sunday. The 
station is now KTAT. This free 
time on Sunday is pay the church 
got for its radio station. For this 
time on Sunday, neither Dr. Nor- 
ris nor the church has to pay a 
penny, though he has sometimes 
raised money “to stay on the air,” 
etc. However, this time now hbe- 
longs to Dr, Norris and is a part 
of his personal property. Thies is 
not generally known. It is worth 
thousands of dollars. It seems that 
Dr. Norris with his fine home, with 
his cars, his radio interest and 
other property, and his income 
from other sources, should be able 
to get along without suing for 
$85,200 back salary, and that he 
should do so to the glory of Christ. 


The Scripture says that preach- 
ers should “Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by con- 
straint, but of a willing mind; NOT 
FOR FILTHY LUCRE, but of a 
ready mind” (I Peter 5:2). And 
we are plainly commanded that a 
bishop or pastor should be “NOT 
GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE; 
but patient, not a brawler, NOT 
COVETOUS” (I Tim, 8:3). This 
is such an important matter for 
preachers that Paul, writing to Ti- 
tus, mentions it again in Titus 
1:7 as follows: “For a bishop 
must be blameless, as a steward of 
God; not selfwilled, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no strik- 
er, NOT GIVEN TO FILTHY 
LUCRE.” Instead we are promised 
in the words of the Saviour Him- 
self, “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto 
you.” 

It is our earnest and sincere de- 
sire to warn preachers of the 
danger of this course and to urge 
that everywhere we will give our- 
selves humbly and gratefully to the 
service of God, trusting Him to 
supply daily needs, and “having 
food and raiment let us therewith 
be content” (I Timothy 6:8). A 
preacher should, like Paul, know 
how to be abased and know how tw 
abound; know how to be full and 
how to suffer hunger. Preachers 
today should be like Bible preach- 
ers in their attitude toward money. 
Certainly the laborer is worthy of 
his hire, and people ought to sup- 
port the ministry, but ministers 
ought like others, to be content 
with such things as they have and 
ought not to go to law for money. 


Should the Church Property Be 


Owned Personally By the Preacher? 


It seems practically certain that 
the First Baptist Church cannot 
raise $85,200 in cash to pay Dr. 
Norris what he is suing for, If 
they have been unable to pay the 
accumulated debt of nearly a 
quarter of a million dollars on the 
church property besides this sal- 
ary lein held by the pastor, then 
doubtless they cannot suddenly 
raise $85,200. Besides, the petition 
filed by Dr. Norris’ attorney points 
out that the First National Bank 
of Fort Worth holds a note against 
the church endorsed by Dr. Norris 
for $10,000, which they have evi- 
dently been unable to pay, and 
a indebtedness to a lady help- 


i fact, Dr. Norris in this peti- 
tion admits that the church could 
not pay that amount of money, and 
according to the Star Telegram, 
his suit “asks that the property 
be foreclosed and sold.” The 
property mentioned is the new 
young people’s building at Fourth 
and Throckmorton and the church 
auditorium on Taylor between 
Third and Fourth Streets. These 
are the best buildings owned by 
the church. The value of the office 
building and the former young 


are even more nearly covered by 
mortgages. 

But if the auditorium and the 
other building mentioned in the 
suit are foreclosed and sold, as 
petitioned by Dr. Norris, who would 
buy them? The church could not; 
it is very doubtful if anybody else 
would. Other downtown churches 
in Fort Worth are already well 
equipped. The auditorium and Sun- 
day School class rooms would not 
be as valuable if used for any other 
purpose than a church. Evidently 
Dr. Norris himself intends to bid 
in the buildings or have a friend 
do so, and so own the church prop- 
erty in his own name. If some one 
else buys the buildings for $85,- 
200, then Dr. Norris gets his mon- 
ey. If no one else will pay that 
much, then Dr. Norris gets the 
buildings. If no more than that is 
paid, then the other creditors of the 
church lose their money, I suppose. 
The likely outcome seems that Dr. 
Norris would get the church prop- 
erty. Is that what he wants? The 
newspaper account says, “Members 
of the board of trustees expressed 
ignorance as to the purpose of the 
suit. They presumed that it was 
merely a controversy over ti- 
tle that had to be cleared up in 
the courts.” These trustees, men 
selected by Dr. Norris, evidently 
expect the suit to effect the title, 
though they are not nearly so con- 
fident in their statement as Dr. 
Norris’ attorney, 

It is our conviction that the peo- 
ple who have poured multiplied 
thousands of dollars into the 
treasury of the First Baptist 
Church through these years, should 
own their own building instead of 
being compelled to turn it over to 
Dr. Norris by a law suit. It is a 
great church of sacrificial people. 
We know that they gave expecting 
to own their own property. It 
seems to us contrary to right and 
the spirit of the New Testament for 
a pastor to take advantage of a 
church and so legally to obtain con- 
trol of the property. If a church 
is pleased with its pastor and will- 
ing to follow his leadership, the 
pastor does not need the property. 
If the church is tired of his leader- 
ship, the pastor should not use 
such methods to keep control of 
the church, 

It is known that Dr. Norris has 
had control of more than one 
church building through a mort- 
gage on the building, particularly | ing 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle in Denton, the Central Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Tabernacle in 
Cleburne, and the Berry Street 
Fundamentalist Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth of which Brother Joe 
Scheumack is pastor. The latter 
has paid Dr. Norris’ money. We 
believe he still owns the mortgage 
on the former two, with a control- 
ling influence. To this editor it 
seems that no preacher ought to 
go to law and take over in his own 
name the church property because 
they did not pay him $85,200 in 
salary and we do not want the 
world to measure preachers ih 
general by this kind of standard. 
For this reason, as kindly as pos- 
sible, we write and feel compelled 
to write these words. 


Dealing Honestly About Borrowed 


Money 

Dr. Norris’ attorney, according 
to the Star Telegram, said, “There 
is no controversy between Rev. 
Mr. Norris and the church.” “The 
people of the church understand 
the suit. There will be no differ- 
ence between them as a result of 
the suit.” But the trustees of the 
church are not quite so sure about 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Celebrating Fourth 
Anniversary 


The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Church is four years old. We 
ave celebrating today, Friday, July 
Sist with all day services, big 
basket lunch at noon, and visit- 
ing preachers. Praise the Lord 
for four glorious years. with “be- 
tween 5,000 and 7,000 conversions, 
1,500 membership, and a building 


paid for in cash thus far, two pa- 
pers with 16,000 circulation, and 
eight full time workers. Rejoice 
with us and visit us when you can. 
God has wonderfully blessed us 
with tually minded soul win- 
ning who love one an- 


people’s building across the street! other 
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John R. Rice's 


Books and Booklets 


As someone has said, “Holy men 
of God wrote small books on great 
subjects.”” The books listed below 
are not very large in size. ‘hey 
are inexpensive, put are scholar- 
ly, deeply spiritual and have been 
greatly used of God. 


"Bible Lessons on the Book of 
REVELATION" 


With the present day world-wide con- 
ditions, the study of Revelation be- 
comes increasingiy important. Scrip- 


tural interpretation. Chapter by chap- 
ter with hundreds of references makes 
the book of Revelation a new book to 
you and as easily understood as the 
Gospel of John. Paper bound, 47 pages, 


price 25c copy, $2.00 dozen. 


"The Second Coming of Christ in 
DANIEL" 


A concise, clear teaching of the out- 


line of prophecy. ‘the two-page chart 
explaining the four world empires, 
Daniel's seventieth week, and tne day 
of the Lord, is worth more than the 
price of the book. Paper bound, 4 
pages. Price lic. 

(Une cannot understand evens 
without understanding WVaniel. 1 sug- 
gest you get both books, Nevelation 

and el, and study them togetner.) 


"Bible Lessons on the Book of 
FIRST CORINTHIANS" 


This book will help the Christian 
Settie from the Scripture, probiems 
about verbal inspiration of the Bibie— 

the judgment and reward of Cnristians 
—cnurch discipline — marriage and 
adultery — the Lora’s Supper — vobpved 
hair—spiritual guts—the tungues move- 
ment — the esurrection and rapture— 
and Christian giving. taper bound. 4U 
pages. ZUuc per copy. $42. per aozen. 


"The Electrocution of 
RAYMOND HAMILTON" 


The book is commended by Gover- 
nor Alired and shouid be read by every 
Ollicial; every parent ougnt to read 
it. it shows the inutiuences in a boy's 
life that tend to make a criminal, aiso 
how to sateguard your own boy. la- 
per ot #4 pages. Price lic, 2 for 
a quarter 


“THE DANCE 


Child of the Brothel, Sister of 
Drunkenness, Lewdness and Di- 
vorce, the Mother of Lust — 
A Road to Hell!” 

A brand new book of 32 pages, giv- 

tank “SRR a rerareable. stiving. 

remarkabie, stirring, 

poe oF, convincing book. Printed on 

Kine egg shell book paper, bound in 

orange leatherette paper cover. rice 
425c copy, $2.00 a dozen. 


Distributing Christian Literature Is 
a Work in Which Every Child 
of God Can Engage 


Some of the greatest preachers, like 
Richard Baxter, were saved by reading 
a small bookiet. Prayerfully cnoose the 
bookiet suitabie for one’s need and see 
that the bookiet is put in his hands. 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
20 pages. One copy free. $1.00 hundred. 


“Can A Saved Person Ever Be 
Lost?” 
24 pages. 5c each, 30c doz. $1.50 per 100. 


“Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth 
from David's Throne at Jerusalem.” 
24 pages. bc each, 40c doz., $2.00 100. 


“Sunday or Sabbath, Which Should 
Christians Observe ?”’ 
16 pages. 5c each, 30c doz., $1.50 100, 


“Ss With Tongues, Is It the 
Bible Evidence of the Baptism of 
the Holy Ghost?” 

20 pages. 5c each, 30c doz., $1.50 100, 


“Rebellious Wives and Slacker 
Husbands.” 
24 pages. bc each, 40c doz, $2.00 100. 


Rg What the Bible Says About 
44 pages. 10c each, 60c doz., $3.50 100. 


“Bible Baptism.” 
64 pages. 10c ea., $1.00 doz, $5.00 100. 


“Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked To- 
ether With Unbelievers.” 
pages. 10c each, 60c doz., $3.50 100. 


“A Church that God Blesses and 
Why.” 
50 pages. 10c each, $1.00 dozen. 


Special Offer 


One complete set of John R. 
aay s fifteen books, postpaid, for 


The 


Sword Book Room 
Dallas, Texas 
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The Sword of The Lord 


AND OF JOHN R. RICE 


OFFER NO. 1: One 10 Week's Subscrintion 10¢ 


The regular price of The Sword of the Lord is 50c a year. 


To. 


introduce it to thousands of new readers, during the month of August 
we offer this fundamental, religious weekly 10 weeks for 10 cents. 
Such short subscriptions will cost us more, but we are confident that 
every new acquaintance who reads these pages of blessing for 10 
weeks will become a permanent subscriber. Wrap a dime in paper, 
enclose with name and address, for this unusual trial offer. Do it 


today! 


Send as many subscriptions as you like at this special price, 10 
weeks for 10 cents. If possible, get as many as“10 and get the fine 


premium book of sermons, ‘“‘Calvary’s Cross,’’ 


or get 100 at this rate 


and get free Cruden’s Concordance, a large $2.00 book. But the paper 
itself is the main value, so send your dime today for The Sword of 
The Lord, for a 10 week's trial subscription. 


OFFER NO. 2: Ten Subscriptions .’.'. . . $1.00 


FREE! 
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125 Page Book of Sermons, 


Calvary’s Cross 
On The Blood Atonement 


CHAPTERS ON 
The Man That Died For Me.............. 
LESS, HORS wits. J. K. Barney 
1) © | REE AGer ee eee D. L. Moody 


What Think You of the Cross?.... 
.J. C Ryle 


The Sprinkled Blood........ W. Ray Aitken 
The Red Word...........T. DeWitt Talmage 


The Blood Shed For Many.............. 
Cc. H. Spurgeon 


The Surety’s Cross............ Horatio Bonar 
The Great Heresy.......... David J. Burrell 


Willie Lear, The Substitute.............. 
D. W. Whittle 


Send the names and addresses of ten friends, relatives, or Chris- 
tian workers with $1.00. They get The Sword of the Lord ten weeks 
each, and you get this heart stirring book of gospel messages by 
famous writers absolutely free. Do it today! 


OFFER NO. 3: 100 Subscriptions... . $10.00 


FREE! 


(10 Weeks Each) 


Cruden’s Concordance 
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it. The Star Telegram article says, 
“Members of the board of trus- 
tees expressed ignorance as to the 
purpose of the suit. They pre- 
sumed that it was merely a contro- 
versy over title that had to 
be cleared up in the courts.” If the 
people of the church understand 
the suit, surely these five picked 
men should have understood it, too. 
But they believe that the suit is to 
effect the title. The title is not 
clear on any of the church prop- 
erty, and the trustees think, ac- 
cording to the Star Telegram, that 
possibly the suit is to clear the 
title. There is, we understand, over 
$90,000 indebtedness on the audi- 
torium, and on the Sunday School 
building, which buildings Dr. Norris 
is suing to have foreclosed and 
sold. Does any one believe that 
on the public market these two 
buildings will sell for more than 
$90,000, plus $85,200, plus $10,000, 
plus $11,000, a total of $196,2007 
Obviously not! The First Baptist 
Church cannot pay that amount. 
No other church desires them or 
could afford them. For business 
property, the buildings are certain- 
ly not worth that much money. 
All this means that if the buildings 
were foreclosed and sold, Dr. Nor- 
ris would be satisfied first, holding 
the deed of trust for his salary 
rien, $85,200, Miss Hartwell would 
get her $11,000, and the note en- 
dorsed by Dr. Norris for $10,000 
would be paid, if that much money 
came iu and the men who actually 
loaned the money to put up the 
buildings would not be paid. 

If these two buildings are fore- 
closed and sold then even if Dr. 
Norris should give the buildings 
back to the church the deal would 
be absolutely dishonest and the 
money originally borrowed to put 
up the buildings would be really 
stolen if these creditors were not 
satisfied with proper payments as 
promised. 

These days many people believe in 
beating their debts, but certainly a 
preacher of the gospel and a church 
of Jesus Christ should have no 
part in any deal by which they 
avoid the payment of an honest 
debt. The money was loaned by 
business men in good faith and the 
church and pastor solemnly, be- 
fore God and men, promised to pay 
the money back, and gave a mort- 
gage on the buildings to cover the 
loans just as they mortgaged the 
other 2 buildings for larger loans. 
A great many men who are not 
Christians would yet scorn to avoid 
the payment of an honest debt by 
such a lawsuit. If that is the 
purpose of Dr. Norris, it is wrong. 
If the trustees and the church al- 


istry of a church that would beat 
him out of many thousand dollars 
on a pretext that they must pay 
their pastor $85,200 salary, and a 
secretary $11,000! 


The Terrible Danger of Church 


Debts 


Church debts have caused untold 
misery, misunderstandings, strife, 
heartache and sin. Every man 
ought to be very careful about 
debts for himself. A preacher 
should be more so, and certainly 
a church of the living God ought 
to be careful about debt. Our 
church in Dallas has carried on its 
building program on a cash basis 
while constantly reducing the in- 
debtedness on the lot, Today we 
owe $1,750 on the lot, and that will 
soon be paid, God willing, praise 
His name! We believe the lot 
stands for its own value. Debts 
are terrible things. 

Many of us understood that there 
was $480,000 worth of insurance 
when the two buildings of the First 
Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, burned 
in 1929. We were told that the in- 
surance was all collected. We sup- 
posed that the debts against the 
buildings were all paid. Doubtless, 
it has been a great grief to multi- 
tudes to find that the four buildings 
are heavily burdened with debt and 
that the church owed, including 
this amount of $85,200 which the 
pastor says is due him, a total of 
over $300,000! I see no way in the 
world for that amount to ever be 
paid, and it seems certain that 
some of the buildings will fall, 
either into Dr. Norris’ hands, or 
into the hands of the creditors. 
May the dear Lord work out that 
problem to His own glory, and an- 
swer the prayers of multitudes of 
distressed souls about it whatever 
way is good in His sight. But I 
earnestly beseech those of you who 
read, pastors and others of influ- 
ence in the churches, not to burden 
churches and church buildings with 
heavy debts. Better have a plain 
board tabernacle under which you 
can worship God and which is paid 
for, than to have expensive build- 
ings, to pay enormous amounts, 
thousands of dollars yearly in in- 
terest, and then perhaps lose your 
building or be tempted to take a 
dishonest course to avoid it. 

I have written prayerfully and 
with restraint, feeling that such a 
man as I am, known as a Funda- 
mentalist, and responsible in a 
measure for a part of the Funda- 
mentalist movement in the south- 
west, owes it to the people and to 
God to speak of these matters in 
the light of the Scriptures and to 
safeguard preachers and churches 
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them to do right and may He work 
it out to His own so it will 
not hurt the gospel of Christ, dis- 
illusion , or harden 
ners more than it has already done. 

This is not written for personal 
strife. I am not dealing with per- 
sonal matters but public and pub- 
lished matters of a widely known 
church and pastor. The sins men- 
tioned are not private sins. At this 
time I have no disposition to dis- 
cuss them. .But the newspapers 
have published to the world this 
disgraceful spectacle of a preach- 
er suing a church for many thou- 
sands of dollars. This example 
cannot but have an influence. In 
the Southwest, such examples have, 
been so disastrous that they have. 


led younger preachers to use world- p 


ly methods, split churches, become 
disillusioned, leave the ministry, 
etc. A sad trail of disappointment, 
strife and sin follows wherever men 
of God use worldly and carnal! 
methods and weapons. 

Let every reader thank God for 
what good Dr. Norris has done. 
When sinners hear him and are 
saved, let us rejoice. Let us pray 
for Dr. Norris’ ministry. But let 
us beware of following him in these 
matters which are obviously con- 
trary to the Bible, unspiritual, sel- 
fish and worldly. Inevitably and 
certainly they must bring trouble 
and disaster. 

We should be against modernism 
and say so openly and boldly. We 
should draw crowds and have great 
revivals. We should be against sin 
in high places and in low. But we 
do not have to compromise the 
truth, exalt self, control churches 
by political scheming, foster per- 
sonal strife, carry guns or have 
law suits to do any thing that a 
preacher of the gospel is taught to 
do in the Word of God. We walk 
in the flesh, but we do not war 
after the flesh. The weapons off 
our warfare are not carnal, 

There is a glamour about war, thd 
passion, the bloodshed, the fame, 
the noise of it——but for all that, 
war is a terrible, bloody, blighting, 
cursing thing that brings only ruin. 
We are talking about war with hu- 
man, carnal weapons, whether it be 
with guns or words or law suits. 
Beware of it, Christian. 


The blight that has come on the 
Fundamentalist movement in the 
southwest, the disillusionment and 
failure of the Baptist Bible Union 
—- these will fall on our young and 
eager Fundamentalist brethren of 
the Regular Baptist Association, 
and elsewhere if they do not be- 
ware not to pattern after this 
worldliness. If it has brought 
trouble, strife, broken friendships, 
split churches, disillusionment on 
the part of Christians and blas- 
phemy and criticism on the part? 
of the outside world heretofore,, 
so it will in the future for those‘ 
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lows it, they are party to his 
guilt. For Dr. Norris to sue the 
church for $85,200 is wrong be- 


who might otherwise follow this 
sad example. We urge all to pray 


for Dr. Norris and for the First 
cause the Bible forbids lawsuit, it Baptist Church. May God help 
is wrong because preachers should 


not have their hearts set on money \ 


) nor go to such lengths to obtain it; — 
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who follow, I fear. Humbly, loving- 
ly, and prayerfully we write these 
words to help and not hinder, to : 
bless and not to burn. 
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This new edition of CRUDEN’S CON- 
CORDANCE may justly claim to be the 
most accurate and complete CRUDEN’S 
CONCORDANCE to the Old and New Tes- 
taments. It contains upwards of 220,000 
references. 
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733 large pages, three columns to a page! 
Bound in durable cloth. Sells everywhere 
for $2.00. Find any verse in the Bible you 
want quickly and easily if you know one 

“principal word. Every Christian needs it. 
Melp spread the gospel in The Sword of 
the Lord and at the same time get this 
marvelous book for your trouble with 100 


ised. If they cannot do so, then it 
is the plain duty of the church and 
pastor to surrender the buildings 
which do not really belong to them 
but to those who furnished the 
money for their erection. 
Mrs. Nice and I built a little 
brick home on Seminary Hill in 
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